RAW DATA FROM 1/30/10 LCLT FOOD CHARRETTE
WHAT IS WORKING

LIFE Farm and Garden 
School programs

REAL food in school

Student participation in all stages of food 

New outlets for student interest

Interdisciplinary—real life experience  LIFE

Seed saving and distribution –bringing it home from school

Positive influence on home/family eating with LIFE

Locally grown food

Retail-- Good supply of food-retail

Fresh produce available & meat
Blossom

MPU

Sally’s garden

Farmers’ Market

CSA’s

Farm Stands

Farm to Restaurant connections & to school

Community Meals—evening meals program

Availability of value-added products

Orchards

Blackberries

Foraging 

Shell fish farming

Fishing, crabbing

Salt processing

Oils—hazelnuts, lard, butter

Eggs, though irregular

Wine 

Some winter veggies

Cow share

Hunger

Some food bank and gleaning

Community Values
Farm Products Guide

Social events—community linkage

Gardening

Generosity

Communal animal care/ownership

Personal food production

Attitudes, awareness, values

People here care about eating locally—awareness

Seasonal eating

Food education

Grain consciousness

Misc.

Skagit produce close by

Medium-sized farm work 

Transportation allows non-local access

Blossom white board

LCLT interns

CHALLENGES
Communication

Funding

Weather-- Planning difficult with weather, circumstances

Water

Deer

Soil fertility 

Laws & Regs on food—dairy, etc.-- Current legal hurdles-- Gov. Regulation

Imposition of corporate infrastructure & regulations

Cost of regs for farm stays

Assessors attitudes toward small farming

Lack of available/suitable (commercial?) kitchens
Shared space for processing—commercial kitchen

Lack of human resources (spec. for school program)

Lack of knowledge/tools

Lack of sustainable support

Access to land (who will grow the food?)-- Land availability, participation farmers

Securing land (long term security)

Equipment

Storage-- Food going to waste—fruit

Food storage—dry and cold

Grain storage

Threshing for LIFE farm and garden program
Demand vs. space  LIFE garden

Curriculum expansion to secondary—LIFE—extended time periods

Student dietary preferences

Consumer values

Isolation of movement

External inputs—imported goods/materials—

Dependence on ferry- Ferry costs

Local economy

Creating an alternative w/in current system

Finances—disconnect-production -consumption -pricing

Some limited cooperative effort to produce certain food

No access to staples such as chocolate, peanut butter—all food processing

CSA limited success & failure

Farmer cooperation with each other

No good picture of what we eat—planning for where customer & producers meet

Community involvement

Intern housing and sponsorship

Rotation of interns

Healthy things to do for young people on off-time

Prices of organic food vs. agri-bus. Food

NEEDS

LIFE farm and garden program
High quality food supply for school children

Network of contractors/volunteers for LIFE

Volunteer coordinator for LIFE

Wish list for LIFE

Update newsletter to community for LIFE

Communicate w/school board about LIFE success

Summer help—interns, Ameri-Corps—housing

Donations of local meat or fundraising for purchasing local meat for school

Another food cart for secondary LIFE

Clean up food cart—clean up motivation from students themselves
Fundraising for LIFE

Food for school kids to take home

School food charrette

Student-run CSA

Students sell own produce

Community Values

Customers & awareness

Website to link Lopez community

More food growing & COMMUNICATION

Consciousness shift

community connection/activation

Increased self-sufficiency

Cooperation, organization—sharing of land/resources/skills/information

Better sharing of farming/gardening skills with those who don’t have them

Networking

Reciprocity/inter-connections-- Linking food growers w/non-growers

Honesty/trust—stability/commitment—equal distribution of responsibility

Mentoring in gardening for parents

“mini” Lopez Farmlink—database covering available land/resources

Community organization/action around grain production

Infrastructure
Greenhouses

Processing & storage facilities on /s.

Off-the-grid well pumps—windmills—solar

Cold frames—hoop houses-greenhouses—wind proof

Fencing

Fertility of soil

Equipment sharing

Seed Library

Hunger

Supply for Lopez Fresh

Eliminate Hunger

Regs.
Less regulation
Research micro-dairy law—Oregon, Vermont

Misc.

Seed production (local)

WATER

Diversification of local diet

CSA

Alternative organizing methods for dairy, food distribution

Land Bank tied closer to agriculture & farmers

Land sharing for farming/pea patches

Co-ops

Spices

Need own tax base for food/farming

People willing to farm

Agricultural land trust

Dairy/eggs/cheese

End plastic reliance

Brewery

Grain info continue—equipment, fencing

Budget for Agricultural Resource Committee

Way to sell niche foods

Year round farmers’ market

Affordability of housing for farmers

Seed oil

More farmers at Farmers’ Market

After Saturday market—surplus sales

Utilize Lopez Rocks or other Blog Website

More formal seed savers group

WANTS

To be able to make a profit farming

Common Greenhouse

Island certified local expansion

Follow NZ homestay or farmstay model

WHAT SOME PEOPLE VOLUNTEER TO DO AS THEIR PART

Share land & energy & expertise—participation

Experimentation

Seed saving/sharing

Creating alternatives to corporate sources

Help with a Calendar—agricultural skill share

Keep trying

300 sq, ft, if wheat=1 year for 2 people
organize contractors once a month for LIFE farm & garden program

co-facilitate organizing volunteers for LIFE in gardens

co-facilitate volunteers for garden in terms of what is needed to be planted

seed sharing with LIFE

continue to do gleaning projects

offer volunteer work

work on community storage

passion

organizing info & put in document

interested in orchard care & gleaning

work with other gardeners to “grow a row” for food bank

connecting farmers with farm land

teach sequential planting, plant propagation, food processing

support food awareness through art

care for small garden

seek out funding for purchase of oil press

expand idea of growing soup beans

research specific project—TOP SECRET

